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TAMIL LADIES CLUB OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Statement 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan) [5.49 pm]: I rise tonight to put on the record my thanks to the 
Tamil Ladies Club of Western Australia. This organisation has been in place for over 20 years. During my time 
as a member of Parliament, particularly in the South Metropolitan Region, I was very pleased to have had a long 
relationship with this group of amazing women from a variety of countries around the world who represent the 
Tamil community. The club was set up to provide support to a range of other organisations in our community that 
were in need. On a regular basis, it has organised some amazing events to raise money for those communities. The 
club has held two events this year, one of which I was very pleased to sponsor, on 27 March. It was held at the 
South Perth Community Hall. A couple of hundred people attended. It was classed as “A night of elegance”. 
A number of young women got together and organised, as is very popular now, clothing from a range of op shops 
around Perth. To put it into context, the whole idea was to repurpose and re-use clothing that people ordinarily cast 
aside. It was a lovely evening. The club raised a significant amount of money—more than $10 000—that night. 
The beneficiary of that event was the Haven Centre in Victoria Park. The Haven has been in Vic Park for a couple 
of years. It is run by an amazing woman named Joan Sutherland. The Haven provides food and other services to 
members of the homeless community in and around that area. It puts together a significant number of prepped 
meals—it was particularly busy during the COVID-19 pandemic—to provide to those families. At a recent event, 
Joan was saying that more than 200 families were the beneficiaries of their hard work. 
The event on 27 March organised by the Tamil Ladies Club was a fashion parade. It was very interesting, with not 
only women presenting, but also a number of men. It was very clever to source the garments and send out the 
message about repurposing clothing. It is similar to other events run by the Tamil Ladies Club over the years, when 
they have repurposed saris and involved fashion students from Bentley TAFE. The ladies need to be acknowledged 
for the work they have done. In the past, their support has been aimed at the St John of God Murdoch Community 
Hospice, the Royal Perth Hospital burns unit, the Autism Association of Western Australia, the Women’s Council 
for Domestic and Family Violence Services WA and, in 2019, Alzheimer’s WA. 
There is a pattern of outstandingly positive behaviour from this group of women who are always thinking outside 
the box about how they can do something different and give back to the community. I know that they are very active. 
A significant number of women have taken roles in that voluntary organisation over the years. I want to acknowledge 
a couple of those women who have continued to maintain their engagement for a long time. We all know how 
difficult it is for volunteers to give up their time freely and to continue their engagement over an extended period. 
Women such as Pushpa Subramaniam, Ambiga Selvendra, Ambiga’s daughter Asha and a number of other women 
have continued to be involved and come up with great ideas to give back to the community. I want to acknowledge 
the contribution of a number of women on the current executive because I know how much effort they put into 
this very significant event that was held in South Perth. I acknowledge current president Prema Nair, vice president 
Maha Arulsingam, and the secretary of the Tamil Ladies Club, Jagatheswary “Jaga” Namebeley. On this occasion, 
because it was also their twentieth anniversary, all past presidents were in attendance and there was a significant 
acknowledgement of their contribution to the organisation. 
The club held another function, which was held more recently on 22 May in Brentwood in the south metro electorate. 
Joan Sutherland from the Haven was acknowledged for her hard work and contribution to that event. On that occasion, 
Joan gave a briefing to the participants on the very valuable and important work that the Haven does for the 
community. That is something that we can all support. I hope we do support it because its work is becoming more 
and more challenging. Members of this chamber provide ongoing support to the Haven and certainly value the 
contribution it makes.  
Members, I wanted to put on record tonight the longevity of the Tamil Ladies Club of Western Australia and to 
acknowledge the value and contribution that they continue to make in supporting organisations by raising money 
to assist charities. They always do it in a very constructive manner. They are a creative group of women. They try 
to do things a little bit differently and to get a whole range of people involved in their events. Their events are very 
positive and uplifting. I know that members will appreciate this—not only new members but those members who 
have been around for a while—but whenever members attend these events, particularly the Tamil Ladies Club 
events, they can expect a fantastic feed. Good food is a great way of celebrating and this is always attached to their 
events. This event also contained a significant musical event. 
I just wanted to say thank you very much to that group. I am very pleased to be able to support them. I look forward 
to their next event and to their ongoing community contribution. They are an organisation that we can be very proud 
of. Certainly, they are well regarded in the Tamil community, and we should say thank you very much to them for 
the great work they do for all of us. 
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